
Spinal WA Education Session    

Event Date:

Date: Friday 28th February
Time: 5:00pm – 6:15pm

Location:

The Centenary Room, Thorburn House,
Royal Perth Hospital, Shenton Park Campus,
Perth, Western Australia

Contact Details:

Enquiries or registration:
Email: admin@spinalwa.org

Program:

5pm Start

5.05 Speaker 1 - Dr Cherry - Sexual Health Following SCI

5.40 Speaker 2 - Dr Finch - Pain Management for Neuropathic Pain

6.10-6.15 End



About the Speakers:

Dr Denis Cherry is a Sexual Medicine Physician – he pioneered modern 
sexual health medicine in Western Australia.

After graduating and working in the hospital system – in the ED, as 
dermatology registrar and a five-year term in clinical biochemistry at RPH, 
Dr Cherry practiced as a country GP for around a decade. He was then 

invited to practice at Perth’s Reproductive Medicine Research Institute – sparking a new 
career interest.

In 1992 he founded the ‘the Perth Human Sexuality Centre’, now known as the Western 
Australian Sexual Health Centre, which provides evidence-based education and state of 
the art treatment for all aspects of male and female sexual health. Dr Cherry also began to
work at the Spinal Unit, assisting young spinal cord injured men with their sexual 
rehabilitation.

Dr Cherry devoted 25 years of his life to practice, research and education in men’s sexual 
health. He has sat on Medical Advisory Boards, including Impotence Australia. His work as
a Sexual Health Pioneer was recently recognised when he was honoured as a State 
Finalist Senior Australian of the Year, 2014!

Now retired from private practice, Denis gives his time generously to his remaining 
patients and his peers, passing on his knowledge to other practitioners, as well as 
spending countless hours sharing his knowledge at community educational forums and 
mentoring other health professionals.

Dr Phillip Finch is an Anesthetist and world-renowned Pain Management 
Specialist (Pain Medicine Physician).

He is Medical Director of the Perth Pain Management Center in Western 
Australia and is in private practice in South Perth.

Dr Finch initially practiced in Anesthesia in hospitals here and in London. 
He moved into the area of pain management in 1978, and has focused 

solely on this work since 1987, coming elected to the Board of the World Institute of Pain 
in 2002. 

In 2007 Dr Finch became an Adjunct Professor in the School of Psychology at Murdoch 
University. Here he conducts research with Professor Peter Drummond and others – they 
share many joint publications in recent years, particularly on complex regional pain 
syndrome.

Dr Finch’s other clinical interests include intervention using nerve blocks and 
radiofrequency lesioning in a number of spinal and other structures. In particular he is 
interested in the intervertebral disc as a possible origin for spinal pain and methods for 
treating this. He has been instrumental in developing equipment for radiofrequency 
lesioning, including curved radiofrequency electrodes and the discTRODE. 



Venue Map:


